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prepared in that year, and over 2,00,000 Ibs. of sandalwood
oil produced.

Exported all over the world, it is famous for its purity,
and is in fact regarded as the standard of excellence.
Extraordinary care is taken, before it leaves the factory,
to see that it passes the most rigid chemical tests.

'The essential oil is obtained by distilling the finely-
divided wood in a current of steam/ The process is a
continuous one, going on by day and night throughout the
year.

This oil is the basis of most perfumes, and is also in
great demand for medicinal purposes. As the pharma-
copoeial standards of various countries differ, the oil is
prepared and certified to satisfy the standards of the many
countries to which it is exported.

The heart-wood of the sandal tree is hard and heavy
and the best parts are reserved for the carvers; Mysore
sandalwood carving being absolutely unrivalled in any
part of the world.1

'The roots, which are richest in oil, go to the still.'
Wealthy Hindus sometimes buy and add sticks of this
fragrant wood to the funeral pyres of their loved ones.

Over 500 persons, all Indians, are employed in the
various processes of the factory.

About four miles farther on the Kakankote Road is

THE RAYANKERE DAIRY FARM

The farm is part of the private estate of His Highness,

and supplies the palace with milk, cream and butter. The

methods and appliances are all up to date, and it should

provide an object lesson to all interested in the production

1 See pp. 24 and 91.